S3
65,48 mmol) in CHCl 3 (50 mL) was added dropwise over 30 min. During the chloride addition the product precipitated. The mixture was stirred additionally at 24 o C for 30 min and then chloroform (1.50 L) was added to completely dissolve the product. The organic phase was washed with water (300 mL), 5% sodium carbonate solution (300 mL) and water (300 mL) and dried over MgSO 4 . The solution was concentrated in vacuo to 1/3 of the initial volume and after cooling to 10 °C the precipitated product was filtered off to give 17.60 g (87%) of product 5 as pale beige solid; mp = 234-235 
2-(11H-Dibenzo[b,e]azepin-6-ylmethyl)isoindole-1,3-dione (6)
The suspension of 5 (4.0 g, 10.80 mmol) in dry CH 3 CN (40 mL) and POCl 3 (40 mL, 214.57 mmol) were heated at reflux for 3 h. The reaction mixture was concentrated in vacuo and 150 mL of CHCl 3 was added. After cooling to 5 °C the organic solution was alkalized with 50 mL of a 10% solution of NH 3 (aq). After phase separation, the water layer was extracted with CHCl 3 (80 mL). The combined organic layers were washed with water (50 mL), dried over Na 2 SO 4 
S5
Monocrystals of 7 suitable for crystallographic measurements were obtained from a chloroform/methanol/diethyl ether mixture by slow evaporation. The absolute structure of the studied crystal, and hence the absolute configuration of the compound was determined based on the value of the Flack parameter [3] . Since its value for the structure shown in Figure 1 was approximately 0, the molecular structure has the depicted configuration. The data were deposited with Cambridge
Crystallographic Data Centre under the number CCDC 1058969.
(6R)-2-(6,11-Dihydro-5H-dibenzo[b,e]azepin-6-ylmethyl)isoindole-1,3-dione (7)
The enantiomer ( To a stirred solution of imine 6 (0.22 g, 0.62 mmol) in a mixture of DMF (120 mL) and formic acid (57.4 mg, 1.25 mmol) 10% Pd/C (50 mg) was added and the resulting suspension was shaken for 3 hours at 70 °C in a hydrogen atmosphere (balloon).
The ethanolic solution was filtered through celite and the solvent was evaporated in vacuo. The oily residue was purified with column chromatography on silica gel using 301.0945.
(±)-(+)-1,2,9,13b-Tetrahydro-2,4a-diazatribenzo[a,c,e]cycloheptene-3,4-dione (9)
The racemate was prepared in the same manner as pure enantiomer; mp = 274-275 °C.
(14bS)-(+)-1,2,3,4,10,14b-Hexahydrodibenzo[c,f]pyrazino[1,2-a]azepine (10)
To a stirred suspension of 9 (100 mg, 0.36 mmol) in 10 mL of dry diethyl ether was 1,2,3,4,10,14b-Hexahydrodibenzo[c,f]pyrazino[1,2-a] azepine (10)
The racemate was prepared in the same manner as pure enantiomer; pale brown oil ( [7] oil; [8] 
